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Renovation Tips
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Check with Enbridge Gas, Toronto Hydro and Toronto Water to understand what
rebates or incentives may be available before you start.
Make sure you have all necessary permits. Call 311 for more details.
Explore ways to make your renovation greener and healthier (E.g. request the use of
non-toxic, low VOC products, sustainably harvested wood products, etc.)
Look for contractor recommendations from trusted friends and family and aim for a
minimum of two quotes.
Ask for references from potential contractors and get contracts in writing.
Ask contractors for their license number and verify it at the Business Licence Lookup
website. Call 311 for more details.
Take before and after pictures!
For more tips and resources go to BetterHomesTO.ca
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Cooler in the summer, cozier in the winter - The benefits
of a comfortable, climate-friendly home.
Improving the energy efficiency of your home is
a wise investment that pays off in multiple ways.
You and your family will be more comfortable yearround and you’ll save on energy costs for years to
come. You will also:
• Increase the value of your home
• Enjoy a healthier, quieter home
• Reduce your home’s greenhouse gas emissions
and environmental impact

Enjoy a healthier,
quieter home

Homeowners who have participated in the
City of Toronto’s Home Energy Loan
Program (HELP) use 30 per cent less
energy, save $560 per year on their
energy bills, and have reduced their home’s
greenhouse gas emissions by about
28 per cent.

Increase the value
of your home

Reduce your home’s
greenhouse gas emissions
and environmental impact

Did you know?
All Toronto homes need to be 40 per cent more energy-efficient, on average, than they are today –
that’s a key goal in the City of Toronto’s TransformTO climate action strategy.
• Homes and buildings generate just over half of the greenhouse gas emissions in Toronto today.
• There are more than 470,000 single family homes in Toronto.
• The average home produces 9.1 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions per year.
• T
 he average home uses about 100 Gigajoules of energy per year. One gigajoule is equal to the
energy needed to wash 100 loads of laundry.
• Since 2011, thousands of Torontonians have completed an EnerGuide home evaluation to
identify ways to make their homes more energy-efficient. On average, greenhouse gas
emissions from these homes have been reduced by 2.5 tonnes per year.

The Benefits of an EnerGuide Home Evaluation
Before you start a renovation, it’s a
good idea to start with an
EnerGuide home evaluation.
An EnerGuide home evaluation will
help you to better understand how
your home uses energy and its
impact on the environment.
An EnerGuide home evaluation will
provide you with:
• a current energy efficiency rating
for your home
• recommended actions to make
your home more energy-efficient
– i.e. upgrade your insulation,
replace your windows, etc.
All the energy-efficient upgrades
identified in the evaluation can help
to lower your home’s
energy consumption, greenhouse
gas emissions, and shrink its carbon
footprint. By upgrading your home,
you’ll be aiming for a score as close
to zero as possible.

REMEMBER
To ensure you qualify
for available rebates
and incentives, always
use a registered home
energy advisor.

A home energy retrofit can increase

Steps in the Energy Retrofit Journey
Whether you’re planning minor improvements or a major renovation, an EnerGuide home evaluation will
help you to identify all of the opportunities to improve the energy efficiency of your home, from quick,
easy fixes to more involved improvements.

QUICK WINS ($)
Low cost measures that are simple to do, offer good value
for money, and the effort involved include:
• sealing air leaks around windows/doors with caulking or
spray foam
• upgrading your lighting to high efficiency LEDs
• w
 hen replacing appliances look for ENERGY STAR®
certified products

MAJOR RENOVATIONS ($$)
Energy-efficiency improvements can be incorporated
into any home renovation to help you make the most of
your time and investment.
These measures may include some or all of the
following:
• replacing windows and doors
• installing energy-efficient heating and cooling
systems
• adding and/or upgrading insulation

DEEP RETROFITS ($$$)
A deep energy retrofit will maximize the energy efficiency of your
home and significantly reduce its environmental impact.
The most extensive, deep energy retrofits involve incorporating
renewable energy technologies (e.g. solar panels, geothermal) and
battery storage, in addition to the measures identified above.

the value of your home by up to 6%!

15 ways to make your home more efficient, resilient and climate friendly.
Heating & Cooling
1.
2.
3.
4.

Furnace / Boiler
Water Heater
Air Conditioner
Air or Ground-source heat pump

Renewables & Smart Technologies
8. Solar PV
9.	
Energy Storage (Batteries)
10.	Electric Vehicle Charger
11. Smart Thermostats

Building Envelope

Other

5. Air Sealing
6. Insulation
7. Energy-efficient Windows /Doors

12. Water-efficient Toilets and Faucet

Aerators
13. ENERGY STAR® Lighting and Appliances
14.	Sump pump and Backwater Valve
15.	Green Roof | Cool Roof

5. Air Sealing

6. Insulation
(Attic, Interior,
Exterior, Basement)

8. Solar PV

12. Water-efficient
Toilets and
Faucet Aerators

13. ENERGY
STAR®

11. Smart

15. Green or
Cool Roof

7. Energy-efficient
Windows / Doors
13. ENERGY STAR®
Appliances
3. Air
Conditioner
or
4. Air-source
Heat Pump

10. Electric
Vehicle
2. Water Heater
9. Energy Storage
(Batteries)

4. Ground-source
Heat Pump

14. Backwater Valve

1. Furnace / Boiler

For additional details on these upgrades, visit BetterHomesTO.ca

